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SPNS391 SPECIAL TOPICS: VARIATION IN SPANISH 
(Spring 2020) 
T/R 12:30-1:50 p.m., LA 105
Instructor: Dr. Dora LaCasse
Email: dora.lacasse@mso.umt.edu
Office: LA 429
Office hours: T/R 11:30-12:00p.m. and by appointment
(Please e-mail me to schedule appointment)
Course Description
This course aims for students to deepen their understanding of Spanish grammatical forms by 
studying natural variation governed by structural and social considerations. Different levels of 
variation—from dialectal to morphosyntactic and phonetic—will be covered, including variation 
in pronoun expression, tense aspect and mood, and prepositions. 
Course Objectives 
!
After this course, students will be able to:
1) Bettter employ native-like variation for a variety of forms
2) Better understand frequent non-standard variants
3) Identify grammatical and phonetic variables in Spanish, and describe the factors that
contribute to their patterns of variation
4) read and analyze technical linguistic texts
5) Describe in depth the characteristics of a particular Spanish-speaking country and its
dialects as the culmination of a semester-long project
Materials 
!
1. Gramática española: Varación Social, Kim Potowski & Naomi Shin. Available at the UM
Bookstore.
2. Moodle website for class will include PowerPoint lectures, readings, announcements and 
updates in course schedule (if necessary), and gradebook.
Course Requirements and Grading 
!
In this class we will be using a point system. This means that for each assignment you will
receive points. You can easily predict the performance on the course as the semester unfolds by 



























   
 
  
    
  
  
    
 









 Letter grade  Points  Letter grade  Points
 A  93-100  C  73-76
 A-  90-92  C-  70-72
 B+  87-89  D+  67-69
 B  83-86  D  63-66
 B-  80-82  D-  60-62
 C+  77-79  F  0-59
Graded assignments are as follows:
Resúmenes (20 points of final grade): 4 graded write-ups, 5 points each
Each resumen will encompass an aspect of the Spanish-speaking country that is the topic of your 
presentations and final paper. These are written assignments to be submitted on moodle. More
details to follow.
Presentations (20 points of final grade): 2 presentations, 10 points each
Each presentation will focus on specific aspects of the Spanish-speaking country that you 
choose, more details to follow.
Midterm Exam (20 points of final grade): If you have to miss an exam (only for emergencies), 
you must let me know in advance.  Make-up exams will be entirely essay-based.  
Final paper (20 points of final grade):
The final paper will combine demographic, dialectal, cultural, and linguistic information in a
profile of one Spanish-speaking country
Participation (20 points of final grade): 
1. Quality of in-class participation (10 points)
!
This part of your participation grade is based on the quality of daily in-class participation, an 

important component of this course. In order to receive full credit in this area, students must
!
regularly demonstrate knowledge of the readings by answering questions in class, 

consistently participate in in-class activities and discussions in a way that shows unwavering 

focus and dedication, and refrain from distracting, disrespectful, or otherwise objectionable
!
behaviors (like using a cell phone). *More than 3 unexcused absences from the class will
!
result in a loss of 2 participation points per subsequent absence.*
!
2. Homeworks and pop quizzes (10 points)
!
Some, but not all, homework assignments will be handed in to be graded. Pop quizzes will be
!










E-mail/Companion site/Moodle: All students must frequently access their email, the 
student companion site to the textbook, & our Moodle site. What kind of technical assistance 
is available for students? 
• UMOnline Help Desk: 406-243-4999, 1-866-225-1641 or umonline-help@umontana.edu. 
• Accessibility issues with Moodle: Marlene Zentz at 406-243-6434 or 
marlene.zentz@umontana. 
• NetID and email accounts and general computer technical assistance: IT Central Help 
Desk, 8am-5pm: 406-243-4357 
• General registration information: Contact the Registrar’s Office in the Lommasson 
Center at 406-243-2995 
Extra credit: Don’t expect extra credit assignments in this class. 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: All students must practice academic honesty. 
Academic misconduct is subject to academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a 
disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the Student 
Conduct Code. See: http://www.umt.edu/vpsa/policies/student_conduct.php  
Special Considerations and/or Disabilities: The University of Montana assures equal 
access to instruction through collaboration between students with disabilities, instructors, and 
Disability Services for Students. If you think you may have a disability adversely affecting 
your academic performance, and you have not already registered with Disability Services, 
please contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or 406.243.2243. I will work 
with you and Disability Services to provide an appropriate modification. 
Office hours: One of the best ways to take full advantage of learning in this course is by 
coming to my office hours. Take advantage of the hours listed above or email me for an 
appointment if those times do not work for you.  
Cell-phone, Tablet, and Laptop Use: You may not use cell phones in class, and you may 
only use laptops and tablets for class-related activities. Checking email, texting, Facebook, 
etc. is distracting for you and for me. If you need to use your phone during class, please 











      
    
 
                   
    
Course Schedule1 
Fechas Temas Lecturas / Grabaciones y ensayos
1/14 Presentación del curso
1 This schedule may change. Changes will be announced in class and updated written versions of this syllabus will
be uploaded to Moodle as often as possible.
  ¿Qué es la variación?
 1/16     La lengua como significador social   Capítulo 1:1-22
 1/21  dialectos     Rosa, Lecciones 6 y 7 
 1/23  dialectos    Rosa, Lección 12
 1/28  dialectos    Rosa, Lección 14
 1/30    nouns, number/gender, pronouns     Capítulo 2: pp. 25-53
 2/4  voseo      Capítulo 2 pp. 54-60
   Resumen 1 due
 2/6      How to read a linguistics paper   
 2/11  Investigación: pronombres personales       Lastra & Martín Butragueño (2015)
 2/13  Leismo     Capítulo 2: 60-66
 
 2/18  Investigación: leísmo
 
    Ormazabal & Romero (2013)
   Resumen 2 due
 2/20  Dequeísmo
 Presentaciones
   Capítulo 2: 66-72
 2/25  Investigación: dequeísmo
 Presentaciones
  Schwenter (1999)
 2/27     Verbos, pretérito vs presente perfecto
 Presentaciones
   Capítulo 3: 75-88
 3/3   Investigación: pretérito vs presente
 perfecto
 Presentaciones
     Schwenter & Torres Cacoullos (2008)
 3/5 pluralización de haber 
 Presentaciones
   Capítulo 3: 89-96
 3/10  Investigación: Haber     Rivas & Brown (2012)
 3/12   Examen Parcial  
 3/17-3/19  Spring Break, No Classes 
 3/24   El subjuntivo    Capítulo 3: 97-110
   Resumen 3 due
 3/26  Investigación: subjuntivo  TBA
 3/31    Los sonidos del español  Salcedo 2010
 4/2   La aspiración  
 4/7   Investigación: La aspiración  
 4/9  /b/ /d/ /g/  
 4/14  Investigación: /b/ /d/ /g/   Resumen 4 due
 4/16    La variación sociofonológica  
 4/21  Conclusiones    Capítulo 5: 165-172
 4/23  Conclusiones    Capítulo 5: 165-172
 4/28  Presentaciones  
 4/30  Presentaciones  
            Turn in final paper Wednesday May 6th by 11:59 PM
 
 
 
 
